
U.S. Marine Allen Fannin, E-4 – A Life of Service, Music, and 

Scholarship 

 

 

Allen Fannin joined the United States Marine Corps on August 19, 1960, at 

just 17 years old. He began basic training in San Diego, California, followed 

by Infantry Training Regiment at Camp Pendleton.  On the basis of entrance 

exams, he was given a choice between electronics school or joining the 

Marine Band.   Allen chose music – and never looked back. 

 

Stationed in California, Allen played trumpet in both civilian and military 

parades and concerts throughout Southern California.  His band from 29 

Palms marched and played in the 1961 Rose Bowl Parade.  Later he was 

stationed in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii for two years where his band had the honor 

of performing on the deck of the USS Kitty Hawk.   

 

One of his most memorable experiences was a joint concert featuring top 

musicians from all military branches, performing the William Tell Overture -- 

complete with cannons firing. 

 

After leaving the Marines, Allen worked a variety of jobs before returning to 

school.   Despite not having finished high school, he went on to earn 

Bachelor’s (top 7 of 1500, Summa Cum Laude!) Masters, and Ph. D, degrees 

in Psychology at the University of Houston.  During this period, he was also 

tested and accepted for membership into the international organization of 

Mensa. 

 

Today, Allen is known to many as the trumpeter of the Sunflower Veterans 

Club, who played Taps for many of our fallen heroes.  His life reflects his 

persistence in striving for excellence and dedication to both country and 

community. 


